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As some of you may
or may not know, before Dr.
Yarbrough, our school was led by
Ms. Jeanette Dixon, who was our
principal for 12 years. She decided
to retire and leave Paint Branch
in 20l3, ending a very long and
successful career. This retirement,
however, is ending now as Ms.
Dixon makes her way back into
the scene - this time on more of the
administrative side - as she runs for
a seat on the Board of Education.
This comes as great news to
many, as we know Ms. Dixon is
a very capable and experienced
candidate.
She was born on Dec. 20,
1948 in New York City where she
spent her childhood. She graduated
from American
University
in
Washington D.C. with a B.A.
in History.
She also holds a
Master's Degree in Educational
Administration
and Supervision

from
Loyola
University
in
Baltimore.
She began her career
in education as a Social Studies
teacher at Parkland, White Oak
and Springbrook. She then moved
on to the administrative side of
education by becoming assistant
principal at Walter Johnson and
Banneker MS, then becoming
principal at White Oak before
coming to PBHS as principal from
2001-20l3. After she left Paint
Branch, she did notJay back and
take retirement the:~~h way, but'
rather she kept rig~tt()n working
in the educational field. 'She began
working part-time in the Appeals
and Transfer Unit for MCPS, and
traveling in Europe to places like
England and Scotland. After a
while of doing this, Ms. Dixon
decided to run for a spot on the
Board of Education.
When asked about why
she decided to run for the Board,
she said, "I decided to run for the

Board because 1 love MCPS and
think I can make a difference in
helping to provide a world class
education for all students in the
county. Our school system has
changed in many ways with more
students who are impacted by
poverty. We need to put greater
effort into making sure students
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have equal opportunities across the county and that students have
access to rigorous instructional
programs. I am a person with
good judgment, who gets things done. I will be an independent,
progressive voice on the Board."
She added "I am the only candidate who has been a
teacher, parent and principal in MCPS. I think my 30 years of
experience in education and my life experience qualifies me for
the Board. I also love and understand students and know what
they need. I am also a good manager of financial resources and
know how to hire good people to work on behalf of students. I won
many awards for my work as principal including the Washington
Post Distinguished
Educational Leadership Award in 2012."
In terms of what she hopes to accomplish if elected to
the board, she says, "I would like to see a trans formative change
in MCPS culture where staff will not be afraid to say what they
think because they are afraid of losing their job. I would like to
see a reduction in class size, more counselors, full funding of the
technology initiative and universal pre-k for all county 4-yearolds. I would like to see us make greater progress in eliminating
the achievement gap that exists between student groups."
In terms of what she feels her impact would be, she
explains, "I think there will be greater opportunities for students
who are underrepresented
to attend magnet, GT and consortia
programs.
Students would have more access to technology,
and with more counselors they would have more access to and
help with social emotional issues and with reduced class size
they would be able to get more individual attention from their
teachers. "
In the elections coming up on November 8, 2016, keep
Ms. Dixon in mind as a strong choice for a seat on the Board
of Education. She also adds, "I hope students who can vote and
their parents will put me to work for all students by voting for
me on April 26th in the primary. Information about my campaign
and what I stand for can be found on my campaign website
jeanettedixon.org
and I can be followed on twitter @dixon_
jeanette and on Facebook."

